
CIATI  
E X E C U T I V E  O F F I C E S :  5 0  E A S T  H U R O N  S T R E E T .  C W l C A G O  1 1  

ADDRESS OF HONORABLE JOHI\J E, FOGARTY 
U.S, REPRESENTATIVE, S E O N D  CONGRESSIOi\JAL DISTRICT OF RHODE ISLAND 

AT PUBLIC LIBRARY ASSOCIATION EKETING 

JUNE 26, 1959 
WASHINGTON, D. C, 

CONGRESS CONSIDERS LIBRARIES AND EDUCATION - 

I am g ra t e fu l  f o r  t h i s  opportunity t o  meet with an organization 

I refer pa r t i cu la r ly  t o  t h e  broad f i e l d s  o f  hea l th  and education. 
t h a t  i s  doing so much on behalf of causes t h a t  I have long been proud tQ 
serve. 
Few groups are mare important than t h e  American Library Association i n  
meeting these na t iona l  challenges, 

These are times when every i n s t i t u t i o n  concerned with maintaining 
a free and informed c i t i z e n r y  i s  playing a c r i t i c a l  pa r t  i n  our Nation's 
destiny. 
a r e  indispensable i n  t h i s  era o f  science and technology, of far-flung in t e r -  
es t  s abroad, of in te rna t iona l  tensions and complex domestic problems. These 
are times when every thinking person needs the  information, t h e  background 
t h a t  only reading can give, and the  kind of st imulation and diversion t h a t  
l i t e r a t u r e  alone affords. 

Public l i b r a r i e s ,  as a mainstay of our communications s t ructure ,  

L e t  me say a t  t h e  ou t se t  t h a t  t he  l i b r a r y ' s  r o l e  i n  meeting the  
i n t e l l e c t u a l  challenge of today is not, i n  my opinion, a passive one. 
is a dynamic r o l e  t h a t  c a l l s  f o r  act ion on the  pa r t  of l i b ra r i ans ,  t rustees ,  
and t h e  f r iends  of l i b r a r i e s ,  
t i on ,  i n  which a11 members are highly sens i t ive  t o  s o c i a l  needs, t h e i r  own 
goals ,  and t h e  roads t h a t  are open t o  those goals. The needs t h a t  face US -- and I think again of our many i n t e r e s t s  i n  common -- urge an a t t ack  with 
ala our resources. 

It 

It i s  a r o l e  t h a t  demands a strong organiza- 

For many years I have been concerned with those needs, both as a 
Representative t o  Congress from t h e  Second D i s t r i c t  of mode Island, and as 
Chairman of t h e  Subcommittee i n  t h e  House of  Representatives which i s  respon- 
s i b l e  f o r  appropriations t o  the  Department of Health, Education, and Welfare. 
Librar ies  share  many of t he  Departmentrs i n t e r e s t s  i n  the  f i e l d s  of hea l th  
and education, pa r t i cu la r ly  those o f  t h e  Public Health Service i n  aging, 
juveni le  delinquency, and blindness, 
o f  s c i e n t i f i c  t r ans l a t ion  and t h e  National Library of Medicine, which 
became a p a r t  of t h e  Service i n  1956, 

Other common i n t e r e s t s  a r e  the  program 

Since ancient times, l i b r a r i e s  have served the  c iv i l i zed  community 
as storehouses of information, 
a t t e s t e d  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  an a b i l i t y  t o  accumla te  knowledge and transmit 
it down the  generations i s  an e s sen t i a l  difforence be-bween man and t h e  
lower  animalse Increasingly, however, l i b r a r i e s  have asoimed addi t iona l  
funct ions -- have taken a more ac t ive  r o l e  i n  the  comnunit,y, 
today i s  not only a medium of comnunication; it is an S-nfxogral p a r t  of our  
educational s t ruc turer  

The inporlance of t h i s  function alone i s  

The l i b r a r y  

One o f  i t s  p r inc ipa l  functions i s  t o  Leach, 
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We think immediately of school l i b r a r i e s  and t h e i r  importance i n  -- 
general and professional  education, 
The educational i n s t i t u t i o n  -- t h e  school o r  college -.L must not only teach; 
it must point t h e  student down t h e  road of knowledge. 
our education has  only begun, Here, then, i s  perhaps t h e  main r o l e  o f  the  
l i b r a r y  -- t o  help u s  gain the education we need on our way through l i fe ,  
In  t h i s ,  t h e  school l i b r a r y  i s  joined by t h e  public and special  l i b r a r i e s  - 
those o f  industry,  soc ie t ies ,  goverimerit + Together, these  f a c i l i t a t e  our 
self-development, our i n t e l l i g e n t  pa r t i c ipa t ion  i n  public affairs, and our 
pursu i t  of spec ia l  i n t e r e s t s ,  

But 1 have i n  mind a broader concepto 

With school behind us, 

The broader r o l e  of t h e  l i b r a r y ,  i n  t h e  eyes of a mere observer, 
c a l l s  f o r  more intensive development of special  resources f o r  communication, 
such as f i l m s  and recordings, 
dimensions t o  l i t e r a t u r e  can provide a rounded approach t o  t h e  l i b r a r y ' s  
educational mission. To be  sure, t he re  a r e  many d i f f i c u l t i e s r  But only 
through such expanded programs can l i b r a r i e s ,  it seems t o  me, r e a l i z e  t h e i r  
f u l l  po ten t i a l  f o r  education and c rea t ive  experienceD 

The addi t ion of musical and audio-visual 

This i s  most obvious with respect  t o  spec ia l  groups I have mentioned. 
Recordings f o r  t he  bl ind,  f o r  example -- an extremely valuable service 9- 

ce r t a in ly  br ing t h e  l i b r a r y  i n t o  t h e  foref ront  of educational i n s t i t u t ions .  
The same might be sa id  o f  records and p r i n t s  used i n  seminars on music and 
ar t  f o r  t h e  elderly. 
under way i n  l o c a l  schools, as  an a i d  t o  t h e  guidance of youthr 
ac t ive  ventures in to  education t h a t  I, i n  m y  work f o r  these  groups, f i n d  
most g ra t i fy ing  i n  t h e  progressive l i b r a r y  of  today, 

O r  t h e  showing of f i l m s  i n  conjunction with courses 
It i s  these 

I should l i k e  t o  make a spec ia l  po in t  about t h e  e f f o r t s  of t h e  ALA 
toward t h e  cont ro l  of juveni le  delinquency. 
come of ten  t o  my a t t en t ion  as a l eg i s l a to r .  
some good measures, such as  t h e  col laborat ive a c t i v i t y  proposed i n  the  
current  appropriation b i l l s  f o r  t h e  Children 's  Bureau and the National 
I n s t i t u t e  of Mental Eealth. This i s  an e f f o r t  t o  provide coordination and 
leadership through t u 0  agencies with i n t e r e s t ,  experience and resources i n  
t h e  f i e l d s  of c h i l d  welfare, c h i l d  behavior, and ch i ld  psychologye But 
l eg i s l a t ion ,  however sound, can never solve t h i s  problem alone. It i s  
a problem f o r  t h e  t o t a l  community: 
a l l  of our soc ia l  i n s t i t u t ions .  
pr imari ly  as a preventive, f o r  it can o f f e r  books and programs t o  help 
our young adul t s  understand themselves and ad jus t  t o  l i f e ,  

This i s  a problem t h a t  has 
W e  have worked out, I believe, 

t h e  school, t he  church, t he  family -- 
The l i b r a r y  i s  very important here, 

Many o f  you have given real  thought t o  t h e  problem of  juveni le  
delinquency, and some of  you, I know, are very a c t i v e  i n  t h i s  f ie ld .  
Librar ies  can reach chi ldren ear ly  and maintain contact as they grow and 
develop, Good progress has been made i n  bringing l i b r a r i e s  t o  low-income 
areas; and i n  some c i t i e s ,  l i b r a r i a n s  t ra ined  f o r  service t o  young people 
work cooperatively with welfare agencies. 
l i b r a r i e s  can o f f e r  individual  help, pa r t i cu la r ly  t o  those who cannot read 
well. 
t e d  through a d u l t  groups, col laborat ive pro jec ts  with juveni le  courts, and 
mass media such as radio and te levis ion.  To l ea rn  the  best r o l e  of l i b r a r i e s  
i n  t h i s  problem, s tudies  might wel l  be done in col laborat ion with research 
and welfare agencies. 

Given adequate funds and s t a f f s ,  

I bel ieve t h e  serv ices  t o  young people should be exten6ed and promo- 



A r e a l i s t i c  view of t h e  l i b r a r y  a s  an educational i n s t i t u t i o n  must 
take i n t o  account t h e  question of funds, 
educational and research programs should generally be in te rpre ted  t o  include 
l i b r a r i e s  as educational and research f a c i l i t i e s .  
construction program of t h e  Public Health Service, f o r  example, t h e  Mational 
Advisory Council that  recommends grants t o  t he  Surgeon General holds t h a t  
l i b r a r i e s  a r e  d e f i n i t e l y  research f a c i l i t i e s ,  
included l i b r a r y  construction because t h e  funds have been in su f f i c i en t  $0 
meet t h e  need f o r  labora tor ies ,  but t h e  Council a t  i t s  October meeting W i l l  
consider whether research l i b r a r y  construction can be expanded, 

One of t h e  Nation's most, pressing medical and soc ia l  problems is  
blindness, 
number i s  increasing despi te  public and pr iva te  e f f o r t s  over many years. 
The Public Health Service 's  National I n s t i t u t e  of Neurological Diseases and 
Blindness i s  at tacking the problem from the  medical stanclpoint. 
soc i a l  side,  I have introduced a b i l l  t o  es tab l i sh  a temporary Pres ident ia l  
commission t o  study and r epor t  on problems r e l a t e d  t o  blindness and t h e  needs 
o f  t h e  blind* A prime objec t ive  i s  t o  help c rea t e  a nat ional  atmosphere more 
favorable t o  t h e  bl ind person and h i s  ro le  i n  society,  
s tudies  o f  ex is t ing  conditions,  including r ehab i l i t a t ion  programs, t h e  
education of b l ind  children, and s o c i a l  services  and. research. 
a t ion  w i l l  be how t o  provide books and recordings, including problems of 
procurement and d is t r ibu t ion ,  

Legislation f o r  t h e  support of 

I n  t h e  current  research 

Few p ro jec t s  t o  date have 

There are about 35'0,000 b l ind  persons i n  t h i s  country, and t h e  

On t h e  

This w i l l  c a l l  f o r  

One consider- 

I am confident t h a t  standards and l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  be developed 
through which t h e  bes t  l i b r a r y  services  now ava i lab le  f o r  t he  bl ind w i l l  
be augmented and extended. It gives  me grea t  s a t i s f ac t ion  t o  work toward 
t h a t  ende 

Among t h e  most important l i b r a r y  services  are those extended t o  t h e  
older c i t i z e n p  
resources such as  l i b r a r i e s ,  so valuable i n  guidance, recreation, and many 
spec ia l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  be encouraged i n  every way poss ib le  t o  do more i n  t h i s  
f i e l d ,  
13 percent t o  more than 22 percentr 
American people w i l l  be over f i f ty ,  and 10 percent w i l l  be over 65. 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  should prepare f o r  t h e  impact of: t h i s  growth. 
help l i b r a r i e s  i n  t h i s  regard, 1 w i l l  urge t h a t  they be c i t e d  i n  current  
b i l l s  before Congress, 

The magnitude o f  t he  aging problem demands t h a t  major 

Since 1900, people over f i f t y  have increased i n  our population from 

Social  
I n  an e f f o r t  t o  

By 1970, nearly 25 percent of the  

Probably t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  most d i r e c t l y  s ign i f icant  t o  t he  ALA i s  the  
Library Services Acta 
full $7.5 mi l l ion  authorized f o r  t h i s  Office of Education grograms But much 
progress has  been made under t h e  Act, such a s  the  extension of  l i b r a r y  
services  t o  11 mil l ion people i n  r u r a l  American areas. I understand t h a t  50 
S t a t e s  and Te r r i t o r i e s  are now par t ic ipa t ing ,  and t h a t  t he  matching require- 
ments have stimulated S ta t e  and l o c a l  governments t o  put 45 percent more 
money i n  l ibraries than they d id  before t h e  program began, 

A s  you know, t h e  Congress has  never appropriated t h e  

Because t h i s  i s  one o f  t h e  appropriations my subcommittee handles, 
1 am proud of my own p a r t  i n  these achievements. 
ca l led  f o r  only $3 mil l ion  last  year. 
mil l ion -- twice the  hudgeted amount. 
$5 million, 
t h e  same amount as Past year ,  

The Pres ident t s  budget 
We i n  Congress r a i sed  t h i s  t o  $6 
This year,  t h e  President ' s  budget was 

We i n  t h e  House voted an addi t ional  mil l ion making it $6 million, 
The Senate on las t  Wednesday voted f o r  $7e5 
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million, 
providing l i b r a r y  services  f o r  25 mi l l ion  more r u r a l  people i n  t h i s  country 
who do not now have access  t o  public l i b r a r y  service w i l l  be able t o  pro- 
ceedo Having followed t h e  program c lose ly  i n  Rhode Island, I a m  determined 
t o  see similar benefi ts  extended throughout t h e  grea te r  United States ,  

If a reasonable compromise i s  agreed to , the  tremendous task of 

I should l i k e  now t o  discuss  some broad problems i n  which l i b r a r i e s  
are involved -.DO problems impeding soc ia l  and s c i e n t i f i c  progress, par t ie-  
u l a r l y  i n  t h e  f i e l d  of medi.cal. research. 
f ron t ing  t h e  s c i e n t i s t  when he searches t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  before undertaking 
an experiment. 
information he needs w i l l  be widely scat tered.  
world, about 180,000 research r epor t s  appear i n  some 5,000 journals ,  and 
an estimated 10,000 books are published on medical and s c i e n t i f i c  subjectss 
The l i b r a r i e s  can do l i t t l e ,  of course, t o  cont ro l  t h i s  volume of publica- 
t ion ,  although I am sure they would l i k e  to.  There is, however, a major 
l i b r a r y  r e spons ib i l i t y  f o r  documentation -- t h e  vas t  f i e l d  of lending order 
t o  t h i s  mountain of words. 

One of these  i s  t h e  problem con- 

Although he may work i n  a highly special ized area,  t h e  
Annually throughout the  

I do not  presume t o  understand t h e  problem i n  d e t a i l  -- t h e  many 
good proposals f o r  solving it, t h e  new equipment available,  t h e  programs 
under way, 
ca l ,  physical  and. social sciences, depend l a rge ly  on l i b r a r i e s  f o r  the  
storage and r e t r i e v a l  of information. 
p r i n t  it share t h e  respons ib i l i ty ,  bu t  cannot come t o  gr ips  wi th  t h e  prob- 
lem because they  a r e  independent workers. The one unif ied element -- t he  
l i b r a r y  -- well organized and in f luen t i a l ,  should take  the  lead. 

I do know t h a t  researchers  i n  a l l  f i e l d s ,  including the  biologi- 

Those who write it and those who 

If some major l i b r a r y  organization, such as t n e  ALA o r  Library of  
Congress, were t o  adopt a plan acceptable t o  s c i e n t i s t s  and edi tors ,  cooper- 
a t ion  would be assured through t h e  des i re  o f  authors t o  be included i n  the  
system. For instance,  authors would submit a b s t r a c t s  through ed i to r s  t o  a 
cent ra l  point  fo r  indexing, storage,  and e lec t ronic  r e t r i eva l .  
j u s t  a thought; many of you a r e  way ahead of me. 
the  l i b r a r y  -- not t h e  individual  author, e d i t o r  o r  reader  -- i s  t h e  place 
t o  begin. It i s  t h e  log ica l  point  of vantage f o r  i n s t i t u t i n g  a system t h a t  
would s t reamline t h e  search f o r  data, now a t a s k  of such proportions as t o  
threaten t h e  value of repor t s  themselves -- even t o  th rea ten  t h e  cont inui ty  
of know1 edge, 

But t h i s  i s  
I only mean t o  stress t h a t  

Another major  need -- one i n  which l i b r a r i e s  could play a l a rge r  
p a r t  -- i s  the  d i s t r ibu t ion  of educational material on science and health. 
People are eager for l i t e r a t u r e  on these subjects  -- current,  fac tua l ,  p l a in  
mater ia l s  t h a t  answer t h e i r  questions and expand t h e i r  understanding. 
Federal, S t a t e  and l o c a l  hea l th  departments, voluntary heal th  agencies, and 
many other  groups publish pamphlets and o ther  mater ia l s  on a l l  t h e  major 
hea l th  problems. 
t h e  d i s t r ibu t ion  l is ts  through doubt t h a t  t h e  m t e r i a l s  would be promoted o r  
displayed. 
t h e  bes t  approach t o  meeting t h e  need* I believe, however, t h a t  cooperative 
arrangements could be worked out  i n  which public l i b r a r i e s  would play a key 
role i n  heal th  education. 

Unfortunately, public l i b r a r i e s  are of ten excluded from 

And t h e  l ibraries have been unable t o  a f fo rd  stocks o f  give-aways, 

In  making these var ious suggestions, I have f a i l e d  t o  specify how 
Who should s e t  t h e  b a l l  ro l l ing?  Certainly, 

i n  t h e i r  own r igh t ,  and it i s  
they  might b e s t  be adopted. 
l i b r a r i a n s  and ALA of f ic ia l s  can do muah 
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they who must follow through once the  services  a r e  i n s t i t u t e d ,  
au thor i ty  and influence a r e  l imi ted ,  
of l i b r a r i e s .  They should take the  i n i t i a t i v e  more of ten,  lending t h e i r  
names and e f f o r t s  t o  increasing support f o r  t h e i r  public l i b r a r i e s .  
out t he  a c t i v e  partici.pati,on of t r u s t e e s  and f r iends ,  the  l i b r a r y  can be 
l i t t l e  more than a storehouse. With t h e i r  a c t i v e  aid, the  l i b r a r y  can be 
a dynamic agency working s ide  by sid.e w i t h  educational, research and wel- 
f a r e  groups. It i s  l a r g e l y  through t rus t ees  and f r iends  tha-t an ancient 
and honorable i n s t i t u t i o n  -- a l a t e n t  Zorce f o r  soc ia l  betterment -- can 
r e a l i z e  i t s  po ten t i a l  i n  t h e  modern world, 

But t h e i r  
I a?peal t o  the  - t r u s t e e s  and f r iends  

With- 

To my mind,themost important a n c i l l a r y  function t h a t  a l i b r a r y  can 
perform (a  function so in tangib le  t h a t  l e g i s l a t o r s  can only t a l k  about it) 
i s  t o  f u r t h e r  t h e  s p i r i t  of lear i l ing i n  t h i s  country. Basic t o  t h e  improve- 
ment of  domestic and foreign r e l a t ions ,  t o  supremacy i n  science and technol- 
ogy, t o  t he  attainment of' major na t iona l  goals,  must be a cliniate of public 
opinion more favorable t o  science, education and scholarship i n  general. 
Our need f o r  t h i s  i s  f e l t  keenly when one t a l k s  t o  s c i e n t i s t s  and educators, 
t o  people abroad. 
a l l  t h a t  t h e  l i b r a r y  represents  i n  our cu l tu re  -- knowledge, a r t ,  and t h e i r  
advancement through communication. 

We need a na t iona l  s h i f t  toward deeper appreciat ion of 

Librarians,  through t h e  se l ec t ion  of reading matter, group ac t iv i -  
t i e s ,  and individual  guidance, can help immeasurably t o  f u r t h e r  the  under- 
standing of science and of t h e  need f o r  research. They can help acquaint 
young people with names and. events i n  science, shaping t h e i r  image o f  the  
s c i e n t i s t  and a research career.  
i n  t h e  sciences -- courses of study, scholarships,  posit ions.  
a l l ,  they can capture and stimulate t h a t  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  humanities which 
a f f e c t s  so s t rongly  our sense of values, and thus our a t t i t u d e  toward the  
learned professions and t h e i r  contribution. 

They can c a l l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  opportuni t ies  
And above 

To summarize, I would urge l i b r a r i a n s  t o  continue developing t h e i r  
programs along educational l i n e s ,  
young people -- t h e  misguided and t h e  g i f t ed  -- older  people, and many 
special. groups. Health education i s  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  appropriate f i e l d ,  I 
urge you, c o l l e c t i v e l y  and individual ly ,  t o  f u r t h e r  t h e  sciences through 
advances i n  documentation and e f f o r t s  t o  improve the  na t iona l  climate f o r  
s c i e n t i f i c  endeavor. And I c a l l  espec la l ly  upon the  t r u s t e e s  and f r i ends  
of l i b r a r i e s  t o  work on behalf of t h e i r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  such matters as 
support and t h e  expansion of l i b r a r y  functions. 

You have an important mission i n  helping 

__I -- 

For my pa r t ,  I w i l l  do all I can t o  help the  l i b r a r i e s  o f  t h e  Nation 
extend t h e i r  basic  and special  se rv ices  t o  every c i t i zen .  
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